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Recently published astacological studies substantially improved available data on distribution of crayfish in various
European regions. At the same time, spread of invasive species has been recorded, additional non-indigenous species
became established in various countries, and losses of populations of native species due to crayfish plague and other
negative factors were observed. We overview recent advances in this knowledge, and provide updated colour maps of
the distribution of all crayfish species present in Europe. These maps are originally based on the data from the Atlas of
Crayfish in Europe published in 2006 as a result of the CRAYNET project, and were further updated from more recently
published reports, grey literature, and especially thanks to contributions and feedback of over 70 specialists from 32
countries. Separate maps are available for all indigenous crayfish species in Europe as well as for three most
widespread non-indigenous crayfish species. Additionally, two maps give locations of known findings of crayfish species
introduced to Europe after 1980. These newly established alien species have so far restricted distributions; however,
the frequency of recent reports suggests that findings of such species resulting from releases of aquarium pets will

further increase.
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