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The loss or diminution of European crayfish populations because of both habitat deterioration and competition with alien crayfish – also
responsible for the dissemination of the crayfish plague – would reduce the biodiversity at the species level. The topic “What is meant by
biodiversity?” in the context of native freshwater crayfish in Europe was discussed during the Kilkenny CRAYNET meeting in order to make the
point about the varied meanings of biodiversity from genes and individuals to population levels.
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