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The river Danube is the backbone of the ‘southern invasion corridor’, one of the most important passages for the spread of Ponto-Caspian
invaders in Europe. However, not all of these species used the passive or active upstream movement in the main channel to reach the upper
sections and tributaries, some found detours. Mass occurrences of the Ponto-Caspian peracarid, Pontogammarus robustoides (Sars, 1894)
were recorded at 17 sites along the entire Hungarian section of the River Maros, for the first time in the River Tisza catchment and also in
Hungary. Those populations are found ca. 707 km upstream from the closest known and confirmed locality in the lower Danube section. We
confirmed their identity by DNA barcoding and showed that all individuals fit in with the lower Danube population, thus identifying the source of
this introduction. The most likely vector allowing the jump dispersal of the species is fish stocking in the Romanian section of the River Maros,
which − combined with downstream drift to the Serbian Danube section and the relatively busy ship traffic between Belgrade and Vienna − might
provide the opportunity to bypass the dispersal barrier represented by the unregulated Middle Danube and open the way towards Western
Europe.
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