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The knowledge on the distribution of native and non-native crayfish species in Europe has substantially advanced
during last two decades. However, data on the exact distribution of European crayfish are still lacking in some regions
of the Balkan Peninsula, e.g., in Albania. Out of five European crayfish taxa, Astacus astacus and Austropotamobius
torrentium are considered to occur in Albanian freshwaters. However, until now the only confirmed localities of the
occurrence of any crayfish species in Albania are a single place in the Mat River drainage and Prespa Lake. Five
crayfish individuals have been collected recently from two localities in Albania: Ohrid Lake and upper Devolli River
(Seman basin), as a result of a repeated sampling in all main Albanian river drainages. All specimens were
morphologically and molecularly identified as the noble crayfish, A. astacus, providing confirmation of its presence in
this Balkan country. The present paper summarizes historic and current distribution records of the crayfishes in Albania
and neighbouring countries as well as provides insight into genetic variability of Albanian A. astacus.
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