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Characterization and standardization of the Atlantic albacore French pelagic trawl
fishery

We compiled and analysed logbook data from the French trawl albacore fishery covering the period 1991-2015. The
£y dataset comprised catch and effort data for the French fleet operating in the Bay of Biscay and Celtic Sea, as well as
spatiotemporal and gear characteristics. Generalized linear modelling was used to model spatial, seasonal,
environmental, and gear covariates of fleet CPUE rates. A long-term index of relative abundance is provided that can
be integrated into the stock assessment of North Atlantic albacore. The analysis revealed higher albacore CPUE
associated with relatively low sea surface temperature and distinct seasonal effects. The derived abundance trend for
the French trawl fishery agreed with the estimated time series of stock abundance from recent assessments.
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