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Regional climate change and adaptation The Alps facing the challenge of changing
water resources

Spanning the centre of continental Europe, the Alps play a crucial role in accumulating and supplying water to the
continent. Recognised as the 'water towers of Europe’, the mountains host most of the headwaters of the rivers
Danube, Rhine, Po and Rhone; as such, they deliver vital ecosystem services both within and beyond the region,
underpinning social and economic wellbeing in vast lowland areas.
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