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The massive number of fish mortalities that occurred in July of 1982 in Vilaine Bay is due to a very pronounced oxygen
e depletion in the bay's bottom waters. This loss was caused by the chronic fragility of this area, associated with an
abnormal weather pattern. The endemism of partial oxygen depletion has been brought to light. The latter could be
E'E— economically more significant than the anoxia of 1982. Preventative and warning actions have been proposed., La
mortalite massive de poissons survenue en juillet 1982 en baie de Vilaine est due a un deficit en oxygene tres
prononce des eaux de fond de la baie. Ce deficit fut provoque par la fragilite chronique de cette zone, associee a une
sequence meteorologique exceptionnelle. L'endemisme de deficits partiels d'oxygene a ete mis en evidence. Ceux-ci
pourraient etre economiquement plus importants que I'anoxie de 1982. Des actions de prevention et d'alerte sont
proposees.
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